SCAPAFLOW                       43
'The total numbers in the care and maintenance
parties to be left on board the interned ships, including
officers, must not exceed the following: battleships 175,
battle-cruisers 200, light cruisers 60, torpedo craft 20.
These numbers exceed by a considerable amount the totals
that would be required in British ships of similar classes,
and can therefore be still further reduced as found neces-
sary later on. The repatriation of all, except the numbers
shown above, must be prepared for at once. Inform me
of the earliest date on which the transports can sail.'
The Squadron Command had requested the ships to
understand and announced that the most important point
was that at all times the ships should be ready to steam
at 10 knots, so that they could steam at this speed to
neutral ports or Wilhelmshaven, or in the case of accident,
e.g. parting of cables in a gale, they would be able to
manoeuvre. Of course, the demands of heat, light, care
and maintenance of engines and boilers had to be taken
into consideration, with the number of hands available.
The officers who were to remain behind were: aboard
battleships and heavy cruisers, one Junior Staff Officer
or Senior Lieutenant-Commander, as Captain, two
Executive Officers, two Assistant Engineers, one Medical
Officer, one Administrative Officer; on board light
cruisers, a Senior Lieutenant-Commander, as Captain, one
Executive Officer, one Assistant Engineer, one Medical
Officer, and one Administrative Officer. The leader of
the torpedo craft was to give the necessajy orders for his
flotilla. Even my Staff was rigorously reduced. Apart
from the battle-cruisers and torpedo boats, who requested
for a slight increase in strength, the units of the Squadron
agreed with the numbers laid down by the English. My
very small request for a slight increase in these numbers
was refused in a verbal interview with the English naval